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"Historical Collections Relating to the History and Antiquities of Every
Town in Massachusetts: With Geographical Descriptions Illustrated by 200
Engravings,"  1839, (Detwiller)



4

Library of Congress, HABS, 
unknown artist, unsigned, 
collection of FCC. The date of 
this drawing is unknown. Could 
be contemporary with the first 
rendition, or it could be 20th 
century, in which case it is 
probably conjectural.

If this is the church, then the 
following observations apply:

The entire design is pretty close 
to the existing conditions of most 
photographs (without the second 
stage and spire and the 
crenellations). 

Note the finials at the second and 
third stages.

Crenellations at first and second 
stages

The second stage and the spire 
appear to have been restored 
fairly accurately by Ames & 
Graves in 1968.

Church reportedly erected in 
1834 and lengthened and a 
fourth window added in 
1841-1842
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Charles N. Shute 
collection, N11, negative 
298, c-1860, Old Time 
Photographs, Nantucket

The spire was apparently 
removed in 1849 (“Big 
Church steeple (spire) 
removed due to 
instability and danger in 
the wind. Minarets 
placed at corners of 
tower”). The record is 
silent on the removal of 
the second stage (if there 
was one).

Note  Balustrade

Note door surround 
compared to c-1900 and 
1966 version
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c1895?

Later - note door surround has changed

Photos in FCC collection
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c1895?

Note  Balustrade of c1860’s missing

Photo in FCC collection
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Library of Congress. 
HABS 1966, Courtland 
Hubbard

Note  Door surround 
compared to 1860’s

Note  Balustrade of 1866 removed
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Library of Congress, HABS 
1970, Jack Boucher

Church just after 1968 
restoration
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Comparison of 1966 and 1970 (after 
restoration), HABS photographs
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Nantucket Historical 
Association, 9/5/68, 
photographer unknown.

Spire being placed on restored 
second stage

The finials and balustrade 
depicted in Ames & Graves 
1968 design appear tp have 
been installed when this photo 
was taken. 
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First page of George Wrenn 
memo of 1968 - assumed to be 
this data as he refers to Graves 
design.
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Second page of George Wrenn 
memo of 1968 - assumed to be 
this data as he refers to Graves 
design. Discusses design of 
spire and steeple.
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c-1970’s?

Note  Balustrade

Photos in FCC collection

Balustrade apparently 
“restored” in the 1968 work. 
Removed sometime after 1970 
and prior to 2007.
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East Existing East - can justify this set
East - have no 

documentation for the 
second set

This stage was 
installed in 1968; 
again, George Wrenn 
(SPNEA) blessed the 
design in 1968

Spire “restored” in 1968
Have no record of justification, 
although George Wrenn (SPNEA) 
blessed the design in 1968
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Questions:

1. Can the lower set of finials be justified based upon historic precedent?

2. Does the upper stage (below the spire) have any historic precedent?

3. Does the  spire have any historic precedent?


